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The Brdttgh t F0 Reeearoh AssooJ.atlon is wor*clng on the Lrypothesls that a
vcry ana-ll, proportl"on of tlF0 rcpor-t$ maJr represcnt oontaot rlth an advanoed.
tcahnology, ard. aLthough ne clo not ilogpattoa.lty stato that the cxtra-terrestrLal.
rrchtolo theory La the on$r poeelble oqrlanatl,on, we do foel. Lt deservos serious
oonsi.ilcration" Froro tho loglcal. atardlpol"nt, as Dr. Carl $agan and VsevoJ-od. Troltahy
suggeat tn thalr fasotnathg book, {' InteLlLgent LLfc ln tho Urdverse, rr the nunber
of olvlllsatlonr rteubstanttaJ.ly tn ad.vanoo of our mn[ mqSr bo botneen $0r@0 and
ono nlllJ.on. Whethor or not the UFO phenomenon repreecnta a d.lreot confrontatton
rlth onc or mor''c of thcsc advanced. alvLll.satj.onn Lg a quostton that hae yet to
be ansrrcred.

UFO researoh can be clLvlcled lnto throe digtirlct but i.nten-related a,speots
wtrtoh nay bo ola.ssiflect a.s followE!3- 1c Deteotion enl 0bger"vatlon,
2" iotive flold lnveetigation ard 5. Eva^luatj.on ard Ana^\rsLs.

l" Deteciion ard. Obeervation

fhc UI'0 ovent aan bG desordbcd, as a rolatlve\r raro phonomenon arrl a^s suah
Lt would, bc fooLj"gh of us not to appreciate the enormous odda against our cvor
obecrrlrtg a UFO qrxl recordlng aolentlflo data wh:j.oh could, ada s$rdffcantly to
our knovrl"eclgo of tha subjcct. Tlr-ts appl,Les prlnolpally to the oase rvhero
obecrvations are rnad.o from a eJ.ngl"o Looation on the Earthls surfaoe. For a rumbor
of, yoare BUFORA has m&tntatncd ocrtain rcguJ.ar trslqrfratohtrgn aotl.vltLes eulnLnatLng
!.n a natJ.on obscnlng day durfng Junc. Thoqgh somethat Ltnited ln thetr uscfulness
ann tho aubJcot of orj.tl.oLsn frm thc noro sciontlftoally il{aclpJ,Lnod., these cfforts
to obsewe thc UFS phcnmenon gg Lt oqcumecl wers at least an attenpt to aono to
gr{pc wlth tho probi-ern by pcopl.o utro werc a l,lttLe norc crrycrlonocd, rtth thc
rcporbcd otraraotor*etias ltkc\r to ba enaountered, thon tho sasus-l. obgonrcr.

Morc rcccntty a^o a rosult of past expericrnc, tbc Gupha.si! lus ehlftod frm
}arfgclg vtgual obsefyLng to roootdLng LnstnfficntatLonr alb9tt o,f a stqrlc natuno"
1[.or crlryl.c tf w pLasc a picoc of dllffractLon gretf$g Ltr f,roat of ths Lens of, a
can6re fi rnay bc p-orslblcr-urulcr favourablc olrounstanocs, to obtal'n a rpootrograph
of rn ,rnkncnir ]'J.ght Boru:o;. ilore vahabl,c ttract a sfutgl,o fhotograph, tlrts (. lgo
alnotrog3atrrh ) ooufa yield lrrforqatlon about the UFO rJ.th rcgad to ooqrosit$.on,
terqpcraturt, dlclrsLty ard gvcn thc presenoe of nagnctlo fLcl,clsr.

I nctror11g of obsorwlng rpostsn operatccl on a natlonal ( or lntornalf@ )
roals rcuLd. of oourgc ersafry-cnhanoc ths probablllty of rcoordlng ncgn{ry,fttl d.ata

on llpgsr tberc npostlil oo,rfi be rrrn along-sl+l,1ar Lj.nae to ths PraLr1lc I'lotwsik
in tbc tt.g.L or itt" All-${f Caocra Nctrort of Cccohoglovalrt'a ald Gcruaay'nhfoh
*r" A""igp.a to eoqulrc ptiotograplrtoa[y orblta]. clata ard ncteorltc |npabt 

i
ooordlnatcc of urfeht rfritaffa (-uouaci. ) In thcnsclwa tho flrebalL nptttor*e
onrldl not rdoqtratcly Lclcnttf,y tha llF0 phenonenonr

11'l'l tl lll(AN(lllHS ,\NI) 11l:,\'1]Jlrlq s( )(lll1'f lliS.



2, In spite of the trrarltytr of tho phenomenon we believe that the stakes aro
sufficiently high to narrant continued and lnproved. methodn of UFO d.etection errl
observation. "After al"l rrye harre only to provo one UFO| Bu'b harrt4g s€rld. that thc
follourlng pararnetora taken from rf The Sclenttflc S:tud.y of llnid.entiflea rhrlng 0bJecto t
givo us a good. ldea of the quantity ard qua.lity of sqientjJ'ic d.ata required, io
place the UFO phenomer,ron in an entire\r new oategory - if infact ttris should provc
to be the caseo

1. Djmensj.orw"
2. Position, that is, coorr*inates J.n somo frame of referenoe, usually rrith rcspect

to the obser:ver.
5. Shape.
lr. Ma.gs.
5, Motion - velocity arrl eicceleration, particularly w:ith referenoe to the method.

of propulsiono
6. Interactions with other syetens - effects of el"eotri-eard. ma,gnotic field.e on

suroruuling obJeots, enlsej.on of energy ln the foru of exhaust, light ard eourd.,
aero'd.lmanic lift, ionization.

7. idatter primarlly involvcd - the oomposition ard state of matter and. lts
tenperature, rigid.ity and structure.

8o Origin - the genesLs of the phenomenrm, the corrlitlons whioh gave rise to lt,
its presence in ard. mod.e of transport; to the region tn whioh lt wa.s obsenred.

In tho future cooperation will plqy a key ro3-e in our atterryt to solve tho
IlF0 enigman Alreaftr tsUl'ORA Ls worlcing i'n conJunof,ion with tho Interstellar Researnoh
group who operate a fully-instrunented obserwstion oaravan Ln Yothslrire - Her"e varloug
Lnstnuments continuous\y ilreasuro the envirorunent in the hope of gathering data rvhloh
coul"cl suppor"t their theory of extra-temestrlal vlsLtationr

2o Active fieJd Investisajion

BUII)FA irwestlgates aJ.l signif icant reports of UFO sightl.ngs throqgh its
Lrvest5.gatiorr,: Soctiono The furctiong of thle group are!-
A" The intenriewing of witnesses to obta:i:r data on UFO phenomena.
Bn Tho siJ'tir4g of such d.ata jnto reliable and. unneLLabLe, anl sigrrificant ard.

fursign:if i-cant categonles.
C. The appra-leaL of relirable and sigrdficant d.ata with the e:pectation of identif;rirg

them ag normal eventso
D. Investigation in depth of the small number of atrrparently unid.en*lfiab]e phenomena,

foU"owud by the preparatJ"on of reports for subni.sslon to a panel of exper*
eva-luators, ard.

E. To assist the work of the panel in eeLectfng ad preparing for scientific
publ5-cation, reports which just{fy such action by the quallty of thelr data,
the natr.re of thej"r conclusions ard the scl"entifi.c interest Ulce\r to be
ergend"ered."

The fi::st stage, of obtalning ba.sic data, is urd.ertaken by a bod.y of Lnvestigators
drawn from orrlinar5r meuibers vvho harre expressed. an interest in this work. They requ5ro
no high 1evel of trainlng, but need. objectivity, koetuless, taat anal patience in
badling witnesses, a^nd, above all, cmonsense ard integrityo These investigatora
a.ne orgarrisecl into sixteen geograplulcal regiorrs, throughout the Bnitish Isles, each
of rchich will eventually be under the dj.rection of a Regiona-1. Co-ord.inator. At the
head of the SectLon is a llationa.l Investigatione Co-ord-inator, responslble for thc
adsdnlstration of the Sectiono for ensuring that Sightings arc pro!rytly ard adeqtrate\r
investigated, and, ln due eourae, for tho eollation arvt preparation of the final-
reportso

On reoelv:ing notification of a Sighting, the NIO nottfies suoh facts a.s are known
to tho appropriate Reglonal Co-orr1fu:ator, who elJots the nearest, suitable lrrvestlgator
to the ca"se. llhe inveetigator oalls on tho witnesses, intervicms the,n carefuL\rt
poselb\r tape-reoordi-ug tbe conversations, vlsits the aite, and a.ssists the wj.tneeseg
fn fifffug up a stard.ard Sighting Report Forur wlth aLl relevarrt d.ata ard. sketohes.



3 fhe second sta,ge, the slfting of data, is primarily caried. out at investigator
leve1 by recording the reliability charaoteristias of w'itnesses, the probabllity of
acouracy J"n the observation, and. ar5r special factors which affect the cred.ibility of
the case. The Regiona-1 Co-ordinator, on receiving a preJ.lninarXr report from an
Investigatorr msy request additional j-nformation until he is satlsfied that as fuLl
a report as possible has been obta:ined., and. then fomarrls a fi.ne-1 report to the
NIC. The latter olasslfies inoondng reporte arrl picks out those of particuJ.ar
elgnifioance for i-rnrestlgatlon in depth, obtalns the aselstarrce of e:cperts in
epecia-llsed. field.s where necess&ry, an1, ulti.nate\y, produces a report suitable for
eveLuati.on.

3. Eva-luation arul Ana}'sis

The Assooiation has recent\r set up a Panel of Evaluators to whom sel-ected.
reports w:ilI be submitted for a fina-l appraisal" Ite meribere harre a scicntifio
backgrourd arrd^ tra:i:rci.ng, and long experience of lIl'0 inveeti,gation. .As BUFORA
grows in stature ard recogrrit,ion a,s a scientifically orientated boqy, lt is hoped
to draw into this work scientists from a wj-de range of d.iscipLines so a.s to cover
al] aspects of the investigate'd phenomena.

Tho work of the Panel will be threefolcl,
1. To advise the jrrvestigatlons Sectlon rrhere lt considers that flrrther inf'orustion

should. be obtained, particularly where channels have been overlooked or techrdcal
data inadequate\r compiled..

2. To etud.y ad.equate\r lnvesti-gated., but unid.entifi-ed cases, anrd. to seek to reach an
agreed. ldentifioatlon, and.

5. fo seleot cBses whlch are suitable for sclentifio publi-catlon, and to ad.vise on
the preparation and. placing of patrnrs ard. artloles.

It cannot be too etrong\r errphasised. that recognition of the irrportarice of our
oubJect, by Scientific Institutions ard, by Governrnents, wilJ- onJy be achieved. by tho
nost palnstaklflg lrwestigatlon, ohecked, ard. reohecked at every sta,ge r 9nd. coryilcd,
wlth futl ad"herance to the tenetg of soientifio methodo

(") Aplrrsls.al of SiehtS4q Reports.

During the past twelve months there has boen a cmpleto appralsal of BUF0M| s
Sighting Report flles. Al"J. reports which have e:cplanations including those which
oontain insufficient clata for evaLuation wllI be separated fron the relatively ornaL1

residue of inexplicable cases ( see etatistics. ) Ilds reurairrirrg hand core of,
ilqua].ltytr IIF'O sightinge contairdng an appreciable anount of soientific data are to
foru thL basie oF the-R"port AnaJysts Card. aSrotem. ( See attached card" )
Tho coryrLete transfer of data to the analysls oard,g rrtLl then facilltate a rumber of,
iq>ortant and varled comparatlve research projects.

(b) Ercpansion of. BUFORA Repor* Flles

Cheoktng is now r:ndenrnay into other UFO sighting reoorrls ard sonsces of
lnformation ( for exarrple the magazine Flying Sauoer Review ard other U.K. [rFO

orgarrisattons ) for British cases that are nr:ieeing frorn our files. BIJFOHA ls
enleavourrng to bulld up a more corqplete pioture of IJFO aotivity ln this oountry.
Major oonsideration should. be given to the quality of reports instead. of qtrantity.
Aa we prooeed frto put our orilnx, house in ord.errrl there wiII also bo a atrorg emplnsta
on intinrational oo-operation rvherever poesible. fiIfard. coreil case hlstories vrllI bo
e:clra4ged rrtth UllO groups throqghout the world to provicle us w'ith a tru\y g3.oba1

oovera,ge of the phenomenono

(o) Speciallsation

SpecLal.isation must be a key factor ln futrrre 1J!'0 resoarch ard thls pol'loy wtll
be eneiuragecL nlth the eurptrasis placed on jnd.lvicltlaL menibers of the .Assooiation ard
others who would. be ctjrect\r responsible to the Researcb Director.



1, (a) Research hnojects
( i ) Geneqal-
As a general nrle, lri the future more im;rortance

studies where the airn ie to establish the scientifio
reported. U!'0 characterietios ard. effects, within the
a whole.

w:ill be placed on oonparative
reality of certruin aonunonJy
framework of the phenomenon as

In pest statistica-l analyses yrhere the nurrber of sightings were plotted. agairst
l-ccatLon or time, the researcher alvrqys came baclc to the faat that he couLd never
incl-ud'e.,*l m9 sight5ngsr and more probablJ ln his sarrtrrle he lrrknovrinely used marry
ca.ses whioh had. nornr.al explanations. The results of such stu*ies heve-a very limiled"
va-lue therefore.

0n the other ha-nd it may be said tha.t to establish a particuJ-ar oharacteristlo
of the U!'0 phenornenon one d.oes not necessarL\r need. all th; cases, but instead.
porhaps 5-0r 100 or 5OO authenticated. reports contairdng suffJ-oien'l data which supports
and. corrcberates that nfaot.rf

(ii ) Specifig kojeots
Thoqgh not strictly a research project BU!'OFA ls a:rralging to have the whole of lts

sighting files nicrofiLnned from a safety point of view. oni reel" of 16nn, fiJ-m could.
acconmodate all our records.

COI.fCAI FROJECf
ffitTilffi, short for Computerisea Catalogue hoject, has now been inltlated.

by Aerial Phenomena Researoh organ-lzation, a lead:ing soientific UFO group in the
United States. BUFOFA has agreed to contiitute, on mJ"croflLm detaiG of-aLt the
unldentifiod. Frltish ca,ses on its flles. The fi-na-t for:nat of th:!s globa1 UFO
catalogue has not yet been declded,, but when this does become available lt wlll prove
an invaluable asget to all eerious U!'0 researchers.

At the begimS-ng of 1973 BIIFORA commenced. vrork on a nrlnber of new and.
arnbitic'us proJects. ImI:ortant amongst these wa,s a short terrn project d.esigned.
to establish a basic kj.t to be used in active field" investigation. Onoe the
nake up of the kj"t has been d.ecid.ed., th:is 'mi.11 be inclucled in a UFO irnresti.gatorsr
manual or harrllhoolc to be ptrblished hopefully later this year. Another loqger
term project jrnrolves a conrperative study of those U['0 cases d.escribi.ng the
inluibltion of' rnotor vehicle eLectrical systems"

There are trelrg established vrithin BUI'ORA suraIl groups or individuaLs vrith
specia-l interest in certain t;pes of U1r0 reports e.g. lard.irgs, occupant ca"ses,
radar ca,ses, reports involvirrg photographs anl so on. Even more specialist
attention w111 be glven to the conrnonly reported. [I!'0 aharacteristics such as
burnt cjrcles, reports irivolvi-ng sound, the tiglow:ingil effect, rad.iation effects
etcn

Unfortunately there is not sperce enough here to give more details of the
fescinati4g prospects vrkich lie before us j.n the realms of serious tlFO regealth.
But if you reqr-ri.re further i:rfornetion please do not hesitate to vrrlte to
BtIl'ORAls new Research Hea<lguarters at Newchapel Obsenratory, Newchapel,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staff s"

FllRTHffi, RE0DIJG - uFO Books by $oientists
Anatoqy of a Phenomena by Jacques Vall-ee - E1n-],6o
Ohallenge to Science by Jacques and. Jan-ine Vallee - &1.-l,6.
Other Worlcls ttran 0urs by C. Maxwell- Cade - 81.-62,
Sclentiflc Str:d.y of Uni.dentified rryhg 0bJeots by Dr. Adsa$d Condon -r$4.-35.
Taming of tho Thund.erbolts by Ceoj.l & Delphine Cad.s - €1.-00.
UF0sl lTSl by Dr. David Saunders & Roger narkins - 5otrl
Uniaulted Visitors by lvan T. Sanleraor - S1"-55.
The UFO E4porlence by Dr. Allen ltynek -S2.-5Oo
Availahle from Liono1 Beer ( Speciallst Bookseller )

15 tr'reshwater Corrrt,
Crarrford Street,
Lordon WlIl 1ES.
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